
From: Davidson, Landon
To: Friend Oklawaha; Boss, Daniel J; Heim, Tim
Cc: Smith, Danny; Bill Hiatt; Riley, Pamela
Subject: DWR Response to Friends of the Oklawaha Petition -- Invalid Arcadia Views Permit Application
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 2:12:26 PM
Attachments: Friends_of_Oklawaha_response.docx.pdf

Attached you will find the Division of Water Resources’ response to your petition. Please share with
all interested group members.
 
Regards,
 
Landon
 
G. Landon Davidson, P.G.
Regional Supervisor – Asheville Regional Office
Water Quality Regional Operations Section
NCDEQ – Division of Water Resources
 
828 296 4680    office
828 230 4057    mobile
Landon.Davidson@ncdenr.gov
 
2090 U.S. Hwy. 70
Swannanoa, N.C. 28711
 
Subscribe to Collection System & Sewer Permitting Updates
 
NC DEQ permits handbook
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Friend Oklawaha [mailto:oklawahafriends@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 7:26 AM
To: Davidson, Landon <landon.davidson@ncdenr.gov>; Boss, Daniel J <daniel.boss@ncdenr.gov>;
Heim, Tim <Tim.Heim@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Smith, Danny <danny.smith@ncdenr.gov>; Bill Hiatt <whiatt@morrisbb.net>
Subject: [External] Friends of the Oklawaha Petition -- Invalid Arcadia Views Permit Application
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to report.spam@nc.gov

 

The Friends of the Oklawaha respectfully request that the NC DEQ reject the
application for Arcadia Views' connection to the Hendersonville sewer system, and all
other Hendersonville sewer fast track applications, because the Hendersonville
certificate stating that the facility will not cause any capacity-related sanitary sewer
overflows is invalid. In the absence of this action we request that the DEQ hold a
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April 27, 2020 


Dear Friends of Oklawaha, 


The Division of Water Resources (DWR) issued a fast track sewer permit for Arcadia Views on February 
20, 2020.  On February 24, 2020, DWR received a petition from Friends of the Oklawaha (Friends) 
regarding Hendersonville’s collection system and related sewer extension permitting. The petition was 
reviewed by the DWR Director and associated legal counsel in consultation with the Asheville Regional 
Office.  
 
Friends’ February 24th petition requested that DWR: (1) reject the sewer application for Arcadia Views; 
(2) reject all other sewer fast track applications associated with the subject collection system; and, (3) in 
the absence of “this” action, that DWR hold a public hearing to review “this” decision. The basis for 
Friends’ requests was that “the Hendersonville certificate stating that the facility will not cause any 
capacity-related sanitary sewer overflows is invalid.”  
 
In March of 2020, William C. Hiatt, on behalf of the Friends of Oklawaha, filed a Petition for a Contested 
Case Hearing (PCCH) with the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH), challenging the Arcadia Views 
sewer extension permit issued by DWR on February 20, 2020.  Friends’ PCCH similarly asserted that 
Hendersonville’s “certificate accompanying the application is invalid and the [Arcadia Views sewer] 
permit should have been denied.”  


Given that there is pending litigation before OAH relating to substantially the same issues as those 
raised in Friends’ February 24th petition, including Friends’ underlying assertion that the certification 
signed by Hendersonville is invalid, DWR does not have any further comment on your February 24th 
petition at this time. 


DWR staff are committed to supporting local water quality advocacy groups like Friends and has a long 
history of supporting and facilitating local watershed advocacy projects in the region.   DWR is happy to 
discuss water quality questions and concerns that are outside the scope of pending litigation.    


 


       Regards, 


 


 


       G. Landon Davidson, Regional Supervisor 
       Water Quality Regional Operations Section 
       Asheville Regional Office 
       Division of Water Resources, NCDEQ 
EPA – via email 
City of Hendersonville – via email 
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public hearing to review this decision.

In the absence of DEQ action to reject this certificate and associated sewer
connection application, we petition the Environmental Protection Agency to intervene
and reject this sewer connection application.

-----------

Our petition drive has gathered 240 signatures in ten days. The names of
petitioners are shown on the attached list. We will now expand our grassroots
campaign. Starting this week we will be reaching to numerous environmental, hiking,
hunting, fishing and boating groups.
As stated in our petition, because the Hendersonville collection system is routinely
flooded during moderate rain events any increase in dry weather sewer flow will
undoubtedly increase the number of SSOs and the amounts of human waste
discharged to the environment. Therefore, the Hendersonville certificate is invalid
requiring the denial of the Arcadia Views application.
We look forward to receiving your concurrence with our position.
Respectfully,
The Friends of the Oklawaha
Oklawaha is the Cherokee name of the stream now known as Mud Creek. The
Oklawaha and its tributaries originate at the Eastern Continental Divide and flow
through the Dana, East Flat Rock, Flat Rock, Hendersonville and Mountain Home
areas prior to entering the French Broad River in Naples, approximately one mile
south of the Asheville airport.
The supporters of the Friend of the Oklawaha include residents of Flat Rock,
Hendersonville, Laurel Park, Horse Shoe, Etowah, Mountain Home and other
communities that appreciate the natural beauty of our area. These supporters include,
young, old, working families, retirees, farmers and all types of folks.
 


